‘His loss is deeply felt’

At the end of November 1917, the 5th Battalion, Oxfordshire and Buckinghamshire Light
Infantry was relieved of front line duty and withdrawn to Winnizele (France). On 24th

November, in what was to be his last letter home, Charlie reassured his mother that he was
away from the fighting.

However, on 6th December, the battalion supplied 4 Lewis-gun teams for the

front line to protect 18-pounder batteries against the German artillery. Charlie

was amongst these men. On 11th December, 3 of the 4 Lewis-gun teams &

returned to the battalion. In the intervening period, they had lost 4 men killed MY o 1 GLORY OF GOD
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and one wounded. One of those killed was Charlie Hold. e
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Details of his death emerged in letters to his family from his commanding
officer Captain Boardman and the chaplain Rev. W. Stewart. Charlie’s party CARPENTER HARRY  OSIORNE N
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of Lewis-gunners was hit by a shell on 11th December, three being killed B Chroner crorce s Freorrick
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instantly. Charlie was badly wounded and died at the advanced dressing vl
station about four hours later. In a letter to the family, Captain Boardman, B o voros soeo o
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wrote ‘I should like to tell you that your son was one of the very best men in B s vevon s ern
my company, being always so keen and cheerful. He was one of my best Lewis
Gunners, and his loss is deeply felt right through the company.’

It is likely that Charlie’s family were informed of his death just after
Christmas 1917.

The war memorial in St Peter and St Paul Church, Medmenham
where Charlie Hold is commemorated along with others from the

There is no known grave for Charlie. He is instead commemorated, with ] e Gicd dpring the First WorkgWar,
35,000 other men, on the Tyne Cot Memorial in Belgium. He is also
commemorated on the memorial in the parish church at Medmenham.
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It is my painful duty to inform you that a report has been received
from the War Olfice notilying the death of :—
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By His Majesty’s command | am to forward the enclosed

_ message of sympathy rom Their Gracious Majesties the King and Queen.

| am at the same time to express the regret of the Army Council at the
soldier's death in his Country's service.

| am to add that any information that may be received as to the
soldier's burial will be communicated to you in due course, A separate

leallet dealing more fully with this subject is enclosed.
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Copy of the notification from the Army to Charlie’s family of his Tyne Cot Memorial, Belgium, where Charlie Hold is commemorated. Photo courtesy of Commonwealth War Graves Commission.
death, dated 24 December 1917. Photo courtesy of Special

Collections, Leeds University.
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